£ 


■I 


On  the  Health  of  the 
Borough  of  Newport, 
Isle^JKight^ 
for  the  year  1962 


BY 


JOHN  MILLS,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  MJR.C.S.  (Eng.) 
L.R.C.P.  (Lend.),  D.P.H.  ; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATION 
THROUGH  THEIR  COMMITTEE. 


i^etopovt,  31.89.: 

Yelf  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Printers,  Holyrood  Street. 


] 


County  Hall 

Newport,  I.W. 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1962. 

The  Birth  Rate  varied  only  slightly  from  13.7  to  13.6, 
and  the  Still  Birth  Rate,  falling  from  15.1  to  11.5  reached  the 
lowest  figure  yet  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  fell  from  30.7  to  23.3. 

The  Death  Rate  rose  again  slightly  from  17.9  to  18.2. 

Deaths  registered  totalled  344  and  of  these  heart  disease 
was  certified  as  the  cause  in  121  cases,  of  which  disease  of  the 
coronary  arteries  accounted  for  45  deaths,  29  in  males  and  16 
in  females. 

Although  mortality  from  all  forms  of  cancer  rose  from 
53  to  64  cases,  deaths  from  lung  cancer  fell  from  13  to  8. 

Two  deaths  were  attributable  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
No  deaths  occurred  from  leukaemia. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  again  accounted  for  two  deaths. 
Accidental  death  from  other  causes  rose  from  1  to  6,  the  whole 
increase  in  respect  of  females. 

Suicide  and  homicide  each  accounted  for  one  death. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  late  July  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  all  71  cases  notified  in  the  Wootton  area.  The 
cause,  a  nationally  distributed  wrapped  food  product,  was 
rapidly  established,  the  firm  concerned  having  already  taken 
steps  to  withdraw  the  commodity  following  complaints  from 
other  areas.  Although  illnesses  ranged  from  mild  to  severe 
no  cases  necessitated  hospital  treatment. 

The  preventive  measures  against  poliomyelitis  appear 
to  be  very  successful  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  degree  of 
protection  will  continue  to  be  maintained  when  the  terror  of 
the  disease  has  long  since  passed. 


Preventive  Inoculation:  A  Citizen’s  Duty 

There  are  many  diseases  from  which  man  may  suffer,  the 
causes  of  which  are  unknown,  or  if  known,  not  preventable. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  paramount  importance  to  take  the 
maximum  advantage  we  can  of  the  painless  and  valuable 
preventive  measures  that  are  open  to  us. 

We  may  not  be  far  from  the  truth  if  we  say  that  preven¬ 
tive  inoculation  from  certain  of  the  major  killing  diseases  is 
too  easily  and  too  cheaply  obtained  to  be  accepted  at  their 
true  worth. 

Nobody  in  this  country  or  for  that  matter  in  the  world 
need  have  smallpox.  Free  smallpox  vaccination  is  available 
from  infancy  and  those  who  do  not  take  advantage  of  the 
offer  are  indulging  in  a  reckless  act  of  neglect  which  can,  and 
indeed  in  recent  years  has,  brought  death  and  disfiguration 
to  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  them. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  sense  to  be  vaccinated  against 
smallpox  and  indeed  not  vaccinated  just  once  in  a  lifetime 
but  have  the  procedure  repeated  from  time  to  time,  to  gain 
the  full  benefit  of  this  important  immunity. 

As  things  are  at  the  moment,  there  is  a  disturbing 
tendency  to  let  one’s  protection  slide.  Then  when  a  case  of 
smallpox  steps  through  the  fairly  strong  port  barrier,  panic 
vaccinations  are  sought  and  crises  to  meet  the  sudden  over¬ 
whelming  demand  create  a  situation  which  need  never  arise. 

It  is  obviously  a  matter  of  duty  to  oneself,  one’s  family 
and  the  community  in  which  we  live  to  protect  ourselves 
as  completely  as  possible  against  all  the  diseases  in  which 
medical  research  has  made  protection  possible. 

Do  not  let  successful  expensive  medical  research  be  cast 
aside  and  ignored. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Existing  means  of  refuse  disposal  call  for  a  review  of  the 
position.  One  of  the  difficulties  is  the  sparseness  of  available 
covering  materials  so  that  nuisances  arise  from  fire,  flies  and 
rats. 

We  know  that  the  best  method  of  refuse  disposal  is  by 
means  of  incineration  but  there  are  many  problems  to  be 
solved  from  a  financial  point  of  view  if  a  central  incinerator 
to  serve  the  whole  Island  is  ever  to  become  a  practical 
solution. 
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Smoking 

As  I  have  said  so  many  times  it  seems  hopeless  to  engage 
in  a  battle  against  cigarette  smoking  with  the  minute  funds 
available  when  all  the  might  of  the  mass  media  is  used 
against  you  at  enormous  expense  by  the  cigarette  manufac¬ 
turers. 

Death  in  the  dim  distance  is  a  prospect  which  has  little 
fear  for  the  young  smoker. 

The  admired  adults  smoke  (They  wouldn’t  be  so  stupid 
to  smoke  if  it  was  dangerous.  It’s  just  another  stunt). 

“Look  at  the  illogical  rules — Smoking  in  theatres  is 
banned  but  not  smoking  in  the  pictures’’. 

“Anyway  more  people  die  from  the  effects  of  drinking 
than  of  smoking,  and  they  don’t  say  a  word  about  that’’. 

“Why  pick  on  cigarettes,  they  ought  to  do  something 
about  cleaning  the  air  we  breathe  as  a  start’’. 

“What  about  the  diesel  and  petrol  fumes  in  the  towns 
and  even  in  the  country  at  the  week  end?’’ 

“They  spray  tar  on  the  roads  by  the  ton  and  tar  causes 
cancer’’. 

“Lots  of  people  die  from  lung  cancer  who  have  never  had 
a  cigarette  in  their  lives’’. 

Noise 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that  noise  can  play  a 
large  part  in  producing  ill-health  and  especially  mental  ill- 
health.  It  is  certain  that  human  noise  thresholds  vary. 
What  is  acceptable,  or  even  pleasant  to  one  ear  can  be 
disturbing  and  cause  varying  degrees  of  tension  in  another. 

Constant  background  noises  even  of  high  intensity  can 
be  rendered  at  a  level  below  consciousness  and  in  certain 
instances  the  cessation  of  noise  or  the  onset  of  an  unexpected 
period  of  quiet  can  be  a  disturbing  effect. 

Forms  of  transport  seem  to  be  growing  noisier  from  year 
to  year  and  as  personal  mechanical  transport  is  becoming 
more  common,  the  calm  of  the  countryside  is  being  invaded 
by  the  sounds  of  the  town. 

Nothing  is  more  irritating  and  nerve  racking  to  the  sick 
and  even  the  healthy  aged  than  the  raucous  sounds  which 
accompany  the  users  of  mechanical  two-wheeled  vehicles, 
scooters  and  motor  cycles,  especially  when  they  are  in  the 
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hands  of  young  people  who  enjoy  the  thunder  they  can  so 
easily  produce  by  the  thoughtless  up  and  down  use  of  the 
throttle. 

Especially  at  night  when  sound  seems  to  travel  further 
and  seems  amplified  in  contrast  to  the  natural  stillness. 

The  Aged 

Year  after  year  one  hears  the  true  statement  that  one  of 
the  greatest  problems  of  old  people  is  loneliness,  yet  very 
little  seems  to  be  done  about  it  especially  by  those  in  a  special 
position  to  help,  the  young.  Contact  with  young  people  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  experiences  open  to  old  people.  It 
is  more  beneficial  than  any  medicine  and  such  contact  can  be 
the  cause  of  great  happiness  and  satisfaction  to  the  young. 

Here  is  a  gigantic  field  of  useful  work  in  which  the  young 
can,  and  I  am  sure  would  be  more  than  willing  to  help  if  they 
could  be  properly  organised. 

Chatting  and  reading  to  the  aged:  shopping  for  them  and 
help  in  the  garden  are  just  a  few  of  the  activities  which  could 
enrich  the  lives  of  young  and  old  alike. 

Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention 

It  was  not  necessary  to  invoke  the  powers  contained  in 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  during  the 
year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1962. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

John  Mills,  m.d.,  ch.B.,  m.r.c.s.  (eng).,  l.r.c.p. 
(lond.),  d.p.h. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Meat  &  Food  Inspector — 
F.  K.  AzE,  C.S.I.B.,  M. A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — 

H.  S.  Bull,  m.r.s.h.,  m. a.p.h.i. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,530 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Figures)  ...  18,950 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1962)  per 

rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,510 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1.4.62)  ...  ...  ...  £306,808 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1961-62)  ...  £1,236 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Rive  Birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  13-6 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-15 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  15-6 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still 

births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11*5 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  18-2 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-70 

Comparative  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  12-7 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  23-3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  17-3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  74’ 1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  64 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  *  Nil 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  258  of  which  231 
were  legitimate  and  27  illegitimate.  The  live  birth  rate 
was  13*6  per  1000  living;  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  being  18-0, 
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D  EATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  344  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  18-2  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation,  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  11-9. 
Infantile  Mortality. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  23  -3  per  1000  registered 
live  births  ;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  generally  was 
21  -4. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

C  CIUSC. 

Male. 

Female. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— — 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

4 

neoplasms 

15 

19 

Eeukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

28 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

8 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

34 

30 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

9 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

8 

Bronchitis 

11 

5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

O 

o 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

22 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 

5 

Suicide  ... 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

— 

1 

All  causes 


167 


177 


OnCnCncnCnOCn.f»-Gok) 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

During  the  Year  L962. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

17* 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases 

generally  notifiable  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Polio- Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

29 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

71 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

106 

— 

17* 

*This  figure  includes  certain  cases  of  pneumonia  which  are  not  notifiable. 


Age  at  Date  of  Notification. 


Age 

S-. 

a) 

> 

<1> 

Ll, 

4-> 

a! 

o 

co 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever 

Food 

Poisoning 

Polio- 

Encephalitis 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Whooping  Cough 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

|  Dysentery 

Under  1 

1 

1  and  under  2 

5 

— 

2  ,,  „  3 

3  ,,  ,,  4 

4  ,,  ,,  5 

1 

1 

9 

3 

9 

— 

Z 

Z 

5  ,,  ,,  10 

10  „  „  15 

15  ,,  ,,25 

25  ,,  ,,  35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

11 

— 

1 

- 

- 

17 

1 

— 

35  ,,  ,,45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

45  ,,  ,,65 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Age  unknown 

42 

Totals 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

71 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

29 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1962. 


In  addition  to  the  new  cases  notified  within  the  Borough  4  pulmonary  male 
and  3  pulmonary  female  cases  transferred  from  the  mainland.  Male 
cases  include  transfers  to  H.M.  Prison  and  Borstal  Institution. 

*Four  of  these  cases  died  from  other  causes. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  277 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  314 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Food  Preparation  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Foodshops  and  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1299 

Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rodent  Control  (Supervisory  Visits) .  23 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

2681 

Statutory  Notices  Served — Public  Health  Acts  ...  13 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Informal  Notices  Complied  with  .  75 

Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  40 

Water  Samples 

(a)  Drinking  Water  ...  ...  .  ...  319 

(b)  Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  H 

Complaints  Received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 
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FOOD 

Meat  Inspection. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAE  INSPECTED  AND 
CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Excl’ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  Killed  . 

1198 

922 

4958 

2229 

21772 

— 

No.  Inspected 

1198 

922 

4958 

2229 

21772 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

_ 

10 

19 

4 

60 

_ _ 

191 

230 

12 

50 

5240 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

15.9 

26.0 

0.6 

2.4 

24.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

_ 

17 

_ 

_ 

512 

_____ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

_ 

2.2 

_ 

_ 

2.4 

_ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

24 

8 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

24 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

___ 

_____ 

- 

- 

_ 

_____ 

Tons  Cwt.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Total  meat  condemned  ...  13  8  2  2 

Other  Foodstuffs  ...  ...  —  8  3  — 


13  17  12 


In  addition  2,120  tins  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  were  destroyed 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  the  year 
1962: 

1.  5-7  Scarrots  Lane,  Newport,  occupied  by  A.  and  D. 
Biles. 

2.  Heytesburv  Slaughterhouse,  Worsley  Road,  New¬ 
port,  occupied  by  F.M.C.  (Meat)  Ltd. 

3.  (a)  35-39  Scarrots  Lane,  Newport,  occupied  by 

Bennett  &  Hamilton  Ltd.  (for  part  of  the  year). 

(b)  35-43  Scarrots  Lane,  Newport  (for  remainder  of 
the  year). 

1,299  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  in  connection 
with  meat  inspection,  licensing  and  proposed  alterations  and 
improvements. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  was  26. 

A  second  plan  involving  the  re-construction  of  the 
greater  part  of  Heytesbury  Slaughterhouse  was  submitted 
during  July  by  F.M.C.  (Meat)  Ltd.,  and  subsequently 
abandoned  on  account  of  cost. 

On  14th  December,  1962  the  outline  of  a  third  scheme 
of  re-construction  was  placed  before  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector.  This  scheme  was  less  ambitious  than  the 
previous  one  and  contained  a  number  of  unsatisfactory 
features,  particularly  with  regard  to  work  flow,  slaughtering 
and  lairing  at  two  points,  and  the  possibility  of  finding  the 
slaughterhall  provided  for  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  too  small. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  “appointed  day”  (the  date 
by  which  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  must  comply 
fully  with  all  parts  of  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations 
and  the  Hygiene  Regulations)  was  1st  April,  1963,  and  that 
there  was  insufficient  time  to  carry  out  re-construction,  the 
Council  requested  the  Minister  to  make  a  second  deferment 
of  the  “appointed  day”  until  1st  October,  1963. 

Meat  inspection  continued  to  be  the  major  duty  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  since  all  slaughtering  for  the  Isle 
of  Wight  is  concentrated  in  Newport. 

The  Council  received  a  grant  from  the  Central  Govern¬ 
ment  for  excess  meat  inspection. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  during  1963,  in  addition  to 
inspection,  all  meat  passed  will  have  to  be  stamped  by  the 
Inspectors  as  being  fit  for  human  consumption,  a  duty  which 
will  entail  an  increase  in  time  and  for  which  the  Council  will 
be  able  to  charge  the  trade.  This  should  rectify  the  disad¬ 
vantage  of  one  Council  being  obliged  to  give  a  meat  inspection 
service  for  a  large  population  outside  its  own  area. 


KNACKERS  YARD 

Eleven  visits  were  made  to  the  one  licensed  knackers 
yard  in  the  Borough  at  Park  Green  Farm  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Annie  and  Mr.  David  Biles  trading  as  A.  &  D.  Biles. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

The  general  trend  of  improvement  in  the  conditions  in 
food  premises  has  continued.  Each  year  the  standard 
advances  with  the  construction  of  new  premises  and  the 
modernisation  of  existing  premises.  One  hopes  that  there 
has  been  an  equal  advance  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  adopted 
by  managements  and  staffs.  The  Local  Authority  can 
require  the  provision  of  personal  washing  facilities,  for 
example,  but  it  is  impossible  to  ensure  that  they  are  put  to 
proper  use.  The  very  best  facilities  and  equipment  con¬ 
tribute  little  to  food  hygiene  unless  both  management  and 
staff  adopt  a  responsible  attitude  towards  the  need  for  “clean 
food”.  It  is  often  the  case  that  hygienic  practices  amount 
to  little  more  than  ordinary  common  sense,  such  as  the 
intelligent  use  of  a  refrigerated  display  cabinet  involving 
careful  rotation  of  stock  and  the  rejection  of  items  which 
have  been  too  long  in  store.  The.  refrigerator  is  an  aid  to 
hygiene  but  not  a  substitute  for  it. 

The  trend  in  manufactured  food  products  is  towards 
larger  firms  distributing  over  a  wide  area  and  the  interval 
between  manufacture  and  retail  sale  becomes  longer.  This 
means  that  retailers  must  exercise  particular  care  to  ensure 
that  such  things  as  cakes,  sausages  and  pies  reach  the 
customer  in  good  condition.  Complaints  from  the  public 
about  the  composition  of  food  and  adulteration  are  becoming 
rare  but  complaints  are  still  received  about  products  which 
have  obviously  been  kept  by  the  retailer  beyond  their 
ordinary  “shelf  life”. 
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ICE  CREAM 

Sixty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice-cream.  There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in 
the  Borough.  A  limited  number  of  samples  were  taken, 
representative  of  the  various  makes  on  sale. 


Samples 

taken 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

9 

8 

1 

— 

— 

Satisf 

actory 

Unsatisf 

actory 

In  addition  two  samples  of  water  ice  were  taken  and  both 
were  satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  following  are  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  Isle  of 
Wight  Water  Board  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  exami¬ 
nation: — 


Raw  Water 

Satisfactory 

U  nsatisfactory 

110 

71 

39 

Chlorinated  Water 

209 

203 

6 

As  in  previous  reports  the  descriptions  “Satisfactory” 
and  “Unsatisfactory”  have  been  used  in  relation  to  raw  water 
samples  for  convenience  although  these  headings  are  appro¬ 
priate  to  treated  waters  only.  Samples  of  water  as  supplied 
to  the  consumer  showed  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity  and 
there  were  no  problems  as  to  the  quantity  available. 

There  are  about  5,500  dwelling  houses  served  by  water 
mains  involving  a  population  of  around  19,800.  A  few 
properties  are  still  supplied  by  wells  because  of  the  difficulties 
involved  in  taking  a  supply  to  remote  districts.  In  one  case, 
the  occupants  of  cottages  which  derive  their  supply  from  a 
polluted  shallow  well,  have  been  advised  to  boil  water  before 
use. 
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Chemical  Examination 


29th  November  1962 

Water  from  tapping  on 

Water  from  tap  at 

pump  at  Carisbrooke 

Bowcombe  Pumping  Main  Well,  Carisbrooke 

Station 

Pumping  Station 

Appearance 

... 

Clear  and  bright 

Clear  and  bright 

Odour  ... 

...  ...  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Taste  ... 

...  ...  ... 

Normal 

Normal 

Reaction 

...  ...  ... 

pH  7.5 

pH  7.4 

Parts  per  Million 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  solid 

residue  dried  at 

180°  C. 

... 

305 

335 

Suspended  Solids 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.05 

0.04 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.03 

0.04 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

2.5 

3 '.3 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0 

0 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride 

31 

30 

Oxygen  absorbed  4  hours  at 

27°  C. 

... 

0.10 

0.10 

"Carbonate 

(Temporary)  ... 

194 

200 

Hardness  < 

Non-Carbonate 

(Permanent)  ... 

32 

22 

Total  ... 

226 

222 

Metals:  Lead  less  than 

0.01 

0.01 

Copper  less  than 

0.1 

0.1 

Zinc  less  than 

0.2 

0.2 

Iron  less  than 

0.04 

0.04 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.02 

0 

Observations:  tap  at  Bowcombe  Pumping  Station 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which  is  of  a 
satisfactory  organic  purity  and  free  from  any  abnormality 
in  mineral  constituents. 

This  sample  is  free  from  undesirable  metallic  contamin¬ 
ation  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  from  a  chemical  aspect, 
this  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Observations:  tapping  on  pump  Main  Well,  Carisbrooke 
Pumping  Station 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which  is  of  a 
satisfactory  organic  purity  and  free  from  any  abnormality 
in  mineral  constituents. 


This  sample  is  free  from  undesirable  metallic  contamin¬ 
ation  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  from  a  chemical  aspect, 
this  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

Bacteriological  Samples  No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples 

satisfactory  unsatisfactory 

Seaclose  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  5 

Little  Canada  Holiday  Camp  ...  ...  5  — 

Lakeside  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Carisbrooke  Grammar  School  ...  ...  1  — 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

A  notice  was  served  in  connection  with  a  holiday  camp 
at  Wootton  requiring  the  owners  to  make  proper  provision 
for  drainage.  Existing  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal 
consist  of  a  septic  tank  with  an  overflow  to  Wootton  Creek. 
The  tank  is  insufficient,  chiefly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  size 
of  the  camp  over  the  years,  with  the  result  that  there  is  a 
discharge  of  untreated  sewage  which  forms  a  major  source  of 
pollution  in  Wootton  Creek. 

The  Council’s  cesspool  emptying  service  continued  to 
operate  and  60  were  emptied  during  the  year.  The  cost  of 
emptying  was  £262  of  which  £132  was  recovered  from 
occupiers.  This  service  is  available  for  occupiers  of  dwelling 
houses  only  and  occupiers  of  business  premises  are  required 
to  make  their  own  arrangements  for  emptying  and  thus  have 
to  bear  the  full  cost  of  the  work. 

There  are  still  some  properties  in  the  Wootton  area 
which  are  drained  to  cesspools  although  sewers  are  now 
available.  In  cases  where  the  cesspools  are  known  to  be 
defective  it  will  be  necessary  to  require  owners  to  connect  to 
the  sewer. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Six  complaints  were  received,  chiefly  concerning 
domestic  premises  and  the  burning  of  refuse.  No  com¬ 
plaints  were  received  concerning  the  emission  of  smoke  from 
industrial  premises. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out.  At  two  industrial 
premises  there  is  a  history  of  complaints  by  occupants  of 
nearby  dwellings  and  improvements  and  modifications  to 
plant  have  successfully  abated  these  nuisances. 
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HOUSING 

During  the  year  two  houses  were  closed  and  demolition 
orders  were  served  in  respect  of  two  others. 

The  Council  also  decided  to  continue  with  a  further  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  involving  thirty-two  houses. 

The  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957  (by  which  certain 
tenants  were  able  to  require  property  repairs)  were  little 
used,  and  repairs  were  generally  carried  out  as  a  result  of 
informal  or  statutory  notices  served  through  the  Public 
Health  Department. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

The  following  caravan  sites  are  licensed  by  the  Council: — - 

(i)  Twenty  Acres,  Whippingham. 

(ii)  Dodnor  Riverside  Orchard  Caravan  Site. 

(iii)  Woodside  Beach  Caravan  Site. 

(iv)  Claytons,  Woodside,  Wootton. 

(v)  Fernhill  Caravan  Park,  Wootton. 

(vi)  Fairhaven,  New  Road,  Wootton. 

Licences  issued  under  the  Caravan  Sites  &  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  have  included  conditions  relating  to: 

1.  Entrance  to  Site 

2.  Sign 

3.  Density 

4.  Type  of  Caravan  to  be  used 

5.  Fire  Precautions 

6.  First  Aid 

7.  Water 

8.  Sanitation 

9.  Refuse  Disposal 

10.  Hard  Standings 

1 1 .  Car  Parking 

12.  Laundry  Facilities 

13.  Storage  Space 

14.  Numbering  of  Caravans 

15.  Display  of  Licence 

16.  Duration 

The  new  licence  conditions  have  resulted  in  considerable 
improvements  to  caravan  sites,  and  credit  must  be  given  to 
the  site  operators  for  their  very  successful  efforts  in  raising 
standards. 
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The  Twenty  Acres  Site,  Whippingham,  has  not  yet  been 
issued  with  a  licence  under  the  Caravan  Sites  &  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  on  account  of  continued  delays 
between  the  owners  and  the  Planning  Authority. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  following  properties  were  inspected  under  Part  I  of 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  during  the 


year: 


Local  Authority  premises 
Dwelling  houses 
Business  premises 
Agricultural  premises 


A  total  of  408  properties  was  treated  and  in  addition  30 
Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  13  ships. 

The  usual  test  and  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out. 
Infestation  has  now  been  reduced  to  two  areas  where  there 
is  a  long  history  of  heavy  infestation  and  difficulties  are  being 
experienced  in  effecting  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  rat 
population  with  present  poisoning  methods.  The  defective 
structural  condition  of  the  sewers  in  the  two  areas  is  the  chief 
factor  in  these  infestations. 

The  motor  scooter  provided  for  the  rodent  operator  has 
not  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  Difficulties  have  been 
encountered  in  bad  weather  and  the  limitation  on  the  amount 
of  equipment  which  can  be  carried  has  obvious  disadvantages. 
The  provision  of  a  van  is  clearly  desirable  and  would  increase 
efficiency. 

Treatment  at  business  premises  has  so  far  been  carried 
out  by  making  a  charge  in  advance  in  respect  of  each  treat¬ 
ment  when  infestation  occurs.  This  arrangement  has  worked 
quite  well  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  people  would 
prefer  an  annual  contract  for  a  fixed  amount  involving 
regular  inspections  with  treatments  when  necessary.  The 
best  system  would  be  to  arrange  for  annual  rodent  control 
contracts  for  those  who  require  them  while  retaining  the 
present  arrangement  for  those  who  prefer  it. 
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FACTORBES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occup¬ 
iers  Pro¬ 
secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  I,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

16 

3 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

131 

30 

8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

4 

3 

TOTAL  . 

151 

36 

10 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remed’d 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecu 
tions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.C 

>)  1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

10 

— 

9 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

14 

14 

— 

13 

— 

\ 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


OUTWORKERS. 


Section  1 10 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature  of  work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1) (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Lampshades 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Knitted  Wear 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AND  DAIRIES)  ACTS, 

1944. 


Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
herds  whose  milk  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment. 
These  samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  labor¬ 
atory,  Portsmouth,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  the 

year  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  Nil 


Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus 

was  isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


